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Prepared for the City Commission, Dec. 19, 2013-Jan. 15, 2014 
 

 Holiday Closings: 
December 25-26 - In observance of the holiday season, city offices will be closed Wednesday, Dec. 
25 and Thursday, Dec. 26. Residential curbside collection of refuse will be affected by the Christmas 
or New Year's holidays. Monday and Tuesday will occur as normal, but Wednesday and Thursday 
pick up will be on a one day delay. 
January 1 – In observance of New Year’s Day, city offices will be closed Wednesday, Jan. 1.  

 The Jan. 2 City Commission meeting has been canceled. 

 Please save the date for the State of the City Address, which has been scheduled for Wednesday, 
Jan. 22 at noon. The address will take place at the Hippodrome Theatre, which is located at 25 SE 
Second Pl. in Gainesville. The address will not air live, but it will be recorded and air on Community 
12TV a few days after the live address. The public is welcome to attend this annual address. 

 In order to provide better service to our employees, the City Of Gainesville is implementing a new 
process where a copy of your current direct deposit pay slip can be emailed to you each pay 
period. In order to receive your pay slip electronically, you must have a valid external email address. 
You cannot have your pay stub emailed to your General Government or GRU email address. If you 
would like to participate, please click here to access the Request to Receive Electronic Copy of Pay 
Slip form. Return your completed form to Human Resources at Box #20. You may sign up at any 
time; however, it may take several pay cycles before you begin receiving your pay stub via email. If 
you have additional questions, please contact HR at 352-334-5077.  

 

 
 The new Police Department Headquarters building and Physical Training facility is 75 percent 

complete. Interior walls, ceilings and plumbing, electrical and mechanical systems are progressing 
rapidly on both floors of the headquarters building. The exterior brick façade is nearing completion 
and the glass curtain wall entry is currently being installed. The physical training facility is currently 
receiving the final exterior stucco finish and will soon take on the final finish. Inside, the new staff 
locker rooms are complete with flooring and ceilings and other finishes underway. The site work is 
proceeding, with paving preparation underway in the east parking lot and Eighth Avenue streetscape 
scheduled to begin soon. The project is within budget and on time for an early completion of the 
Physical Training Center (occupancy in January) and completion of the entire project as scheduled in 
March 2014. 

 

 
Communications Office contact: Bob Woods – 352-393-8627 

 The current website is frozen, with very limited updates. During the upcoming weeks, the amount 
of work required by Communications staff to assist and support city departments/charter offices and 
to prepare unassigned areas of the current city website for content management on the upgraded 
city website is expected to increase greatly. Given the extraordinary amount of work that must be 
accomplished, Communications Office staff (administrative staff only) will prioritize and only 
respond to emergency requests for assistance effective Sept. 30 until the go live date.  

         

C I TY  M A N A GER ’ S   
BI WE EKL Y  

 

http://ggsppr01/Forms/Human%20Resources/Pay%20Check%20Email%20Signup%20Form.pdf
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 It is anticipated that IT will take ownership of the redesigned website on Friday, Dec. 20. After 
that, IT will run a battery of tests and debug the site as needed before the official website launch. 

 Communications Office staff is busy working on the 2013 Citizen’s Report, an annual report 
which will be released at the State of the City Address in January.  

 

 

GFR Administration and Operations contact: Chief Gene Prince – 352-334-5078 

 The Gainesville Fire Rescue Strategic Plan and Standards of Cover may be viewed on the GFR 
page of the city’s website at www.gfr.org.  

GFR Risk Reduction Bureau contact: Asst. Chief JoAnne Rice – 352-393-8377  

 Requests for car seat safety checks and installation should be directed to GFR’s Risk Reduction 
Specialist Krista Gonzalez at 393-8461.  

 GFR continues to host crowd manager training to enhance community safety. The next class is 
tentatively planned for Jan. 8, 2014 at 2:30 p.m. For information on Operation Safe Club classes, 
please call 334-5065. 

GFR support services Bureau contact: Asst. Chief Jeff Lane – 352-393-8459  

 Gainesville Fire Rescue is announcing its CPR and related course offerings to the community 
through its Operation C.A.R.E or Citizens Aiding in Response to Emergencies. The program is 
being provided on a fee basis by the City Of Gainesville to increase the number of persons who can 
perform CPR, first aid and other skills during an emergency until help can arrive. For more 
information, please visit gfr.org/community training. 

 

 

Public Works contact: Chantel Thomas – 352-334-5070 

 There will be a schedule change in curbside waste collection for Christmas and New Year’s 
holiday weeks. Both Christmas Day and New Year’s Day fall on a Wednesday. During both holiday 
weeks, Monday and Tuesday’s waste collection will be as scheduled; however, there will be a one 
day delay for Wednesday and Thursday collection for both holiday weeks.   

 With the end of the fall Semester, RTS will run reduced service beginning Monday, Dec. 16 
continuing through Dec. 31. Routes running during reduced service are notated as a “R” in the RTS 
printed and online schedules. Paratransit service will not be impacted. 

 RTS will provide its normal Sunday service on Christmas Eve, Dec. 24. Sunday service is notated 
by a “U” in the RTS printed and online schedules. Paratransit service will run between 10 a.m. and 6 
p.m. All RTS offices will be closed Christmas Day, Dec. 25 with bus and paratransit service 
suspended for the day. 

 RTS’s spring service schedule begins Dec. 30, 2013. The spring schedule will be available online 
before the Christmas holiday and printed schedule books will also be available at their normal 
locations and aboard buses. Routes 27, 39, 62, 76 and new route 77 will begin spring service on 
reduced service. These routes will not run normal service until Monday, Jan. 6. 

http://www.gfr.org/
http://www.cityofgainesville.org/GOVERNMENT/CityDepartmentsAM/GainesvilleFireRescueDepartmentGFR/CommunityClasses/tabid/141/Default.aspx
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 Reduced service will be provided on New Year’s Eve, Dec. 31. Paratransit service will run as 
normal. All RTS offices will be closed New Year’s Day, Jan. 1, with bus and paratransit service 
suspended for the day. Normal spring service will begin Jan. 2. 

 Wrapping paper and gift boxes can be recycled in your curbside orange bin. Christmas trees 
can be placed at curbside for pick up on your regular trash day. The trees need to be stripped of 
all decorations, including ornaments, bows, tinsel and lights, but there is no need to cut them down if 
they are over the 5-ft. limit. Additionally, trees can be dropped off at no charge at Wood Resource 
Recovery, which is located at 10606 N. State Road 121 (352-378-9133). 

 Christmas tree and other ornamental lights can be recycled year-round at the Public Works 
Center, which is located at 405 NW 39th Ave.  There is a green cart by the front door of the main 
lobby that is available 24 hours a day for your convenience. 

 

 
Administrative Office – 352-334-5067  

 Winter Break Camp is available 7 a.m.-6 p.m. on the following days: Monday, Dec. 23 –Tuesday, 
Dec. 24; Friday, Dec. 27; Monday, Dec. 30–Tuesday Dec. 31; and Thursday, Jan. 2- Friday, Jan. 3. 
Camp locations are the Albert “Ray” Massey Recreation Center, which is located at 1001 NW 34th 
St., and the Eastside Community Center, which is located at 2841 E University Ave. The camp’s cost 
is $46.25 for city residents (with proof of residency) and $69.50 for non-city residents. 

 The 15th Annual Great Air Potato Round-Up is coming up Saturday, Jan. 25, 2014! This year’s 
theme is “Taters of the Lost Park.” Online registration is required to participate and is now 
available. Hundreds of volunteers will come together for the 15th Annual Great Air Potato Round-Up 
to remove air potatoes and other invasive exotic plants from Gainesville's natural areas. After the 
harvest, volunteers will gather at Morningside Nature Center for a celebration for participants with 
free event t-shirts, refreshments, music and prizes. The air potato (Dioscorea bulbifera) is a non-
native vine that jeopardizes Florida's natural communities by engulfing native vegetation. The rapid-
growing vine produces aerial tubers (hence the common name "air potato") that fall to the ground in 
the late fall and winter and produce new vines that sprout in the spring. The previous 14 Great Air 
Potato Round-Ups have all been tremendously successful! Last year, nearly 1,000 eager participants 
enjoyed beautiful weather while removing more than 6.69 tons of air potatoes, 1,905 lbs. of other 
invasive plants and one 20-yard construction dumpster of trash from more than 25 natural areas and 
parks throughout Gainesville. With your help, we are making a difference! 

 Need a place for your kids to go on teacher work days or school holidays? Out of School Days 
camp hours are from 7 a.m. until 6 p.m. Fees are $5.50 per day/per child for city residents (proof of 
residency required) and $8.40 per day/per child for non-city residents. Lunch is not provided. You 
may register online or at the PRCA Administrative Office, which is located on the third floor of the 
Historic Thomas Center, Bldg. B, 306 NE Sixth Ave. Please call 352-334-5067 with any questions. 
The Recreation Division offers full day camps at Eastside Recreation Center and Albert "Ray" 
Massey Recreation Center on the following dates: 

o Friday, Jan. 17; Friday, Feb. 17; Friday, April 4; Friday, June 6 

 To have a strong, sound structure you have to begin with a solid foundation! Plan ahead for 
Foundations After-School Program, which continues through Thursday, June 5, 2014. The 
program is for kids in first-eighth grade and there are convenient locations at four of our recreation 
and community centers: Albert “Ray” Massey Recreation Center, Clarence R. Kelly Community 
Center, Eastside Community Center and Porters Community Center. Participants will be involved in 
structured activities, such as tutoring, homework help, arts/crafts, recreation and sporting activities. 

http://www.woodresourcerecovery.com/
http://www.woodresourcerecovery.com/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/14ulsuQavaNByPVPtKwb5K7Ub78cLapt726oqYLpyzSc/viewform
http://www.cityofgainesville.org/GOVERNMENT/CityDepartmentsNZ/RecreationDivision/recCamps/tabid/174/Default.aspx
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All children are welcome, pre-registration is required. Space is limited and is available on a first come 
first serve basis. Transportation is not provided for this program. For more information, please visit 
www.cityofgainesvilleparks.org or call 352-334-5067. 

 Through fitness, fair play and sportsmanship, the Youth Co-ed Basketball program teaches youth, 
age 5-14, how character counts on and off the court. There are no try outs, and each participant gets to 
play. Practice begins Monday, Dec. 2 at the Martin Luther King, Jr. Multipurpose Center, which is 
located at 1028 NE 14th St., from 6-8 p.m. Games begin in January, and will run through March 
2014, taking place in Alachua County and the surrounding areas. To help players’ improve their 
skills, there will be a special two-night clinic hosted by Eastside High School varsity boys basketball 
Coach Herman “Pop” Williams and the Eastside basketball team. For 5–10-year-olds, the clinic will 
be held Wednesday, Dec. 18, from 6–8 p.m., and will be held Thursday, Dec. 19, from 6–8 p.m. for 
11–14-year-olds. Both are at the Martin Luther King, Jr. Multipurpose Center. Registration closes 
Dec. 19. 

 Environmental education programs resume at Morningside Nature Center! The free, educational 
and fun-filled programs at Morningside Nature Center start in September and end the last week of 
May! History comes to life at the little farm in the Piney Woods during Living History Days. 
Interpreters portray day-to-day life on an 1870 Florida farm the first Saturday of each month from 9 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The farm is open to the public, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Tuesday through Saturday all 
year long. Barnyard Buddies Program takes place every Wednesday at 3 p.m. Youngsters, with an 
adult, can meet and greet farm animals by helping staff with afternoon feeding on the Living History 
Farm. This program is free, but you may bring donations of animal favorites like carrots, squash, 
apples and sweet potatoes and give it to staff. At the Frogs and Friends Friday program, children, 
with an adult, can join a Morningside Nature Center animal caretaker for an exciting and educational 
program featuring live amphibians and reptiles. The program takes place the first Friday of the month 
at 2 p.m. in the Education Building. Morningside Nature Center is located at 3540 E. University Ave., 
approximately three miles east of downtown Gainesville. For more information, please call 334-3326. 

Aquatics contact: Jeff Moffitt – 352-393-8732  

 Aqua-Fit water aerobics classes are available at the Northeast Pool, Mondays and Wednesdays 
from 11:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. This low/medium-intensity class offers more aerobic, cardio and core 
training, but also focuses on flexibility and total body toning. Please note, classes will be delayed 
when temperatures are forecast to be below 50 degrees. The class fee is $2.55 a class or 10 classes for 
$20.40! Please call the PRCA Department at 334-5067 for more information. 

 Beginning Monday, Nov. 4, the winter pool hours are in effect as follows: 
Northeast Pool 

o Mon.-Fri.: 11:30 a.m.-7 p.m. – open swim 
o Sat.: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. – open swim 
o Sun.: closed 

Cultural Affairs contact:  Russell Etling – 352-393-8532 

 Bo Diddley Community Plaza will host the 2014 Downtown Countdown New Year’s Eve 
Celebration Tuesday, Dec. 31 from 9 p.m.-12:30 a.m. featuring The Impostors, a Beatles tribute 
band, with opening act Crooked Counsel, a classic rock ensemble. There will be a countdown to 
midnight, along with the sounds of noisemakers passed out to the audience earlier in the evening. 

 Come be swept away with medieval magic by volunteering at the 28th Annual Hoggetowne 
Medieval Faire on Saturday, Jan. 25, Sunday, Jan. 26 and Friday, Jan 31-Sunday, Feb. 2 at the 
Alachua County Fairgrounds. Become a part of Gainesville’s most exciting cultural events. The 
success of the Faire depends on the commitment and dedication of our volunteers. Volunteer shifts 

http://www.cityofgainesvilleparks.org/
http://www.cityofgainesville.org/GOVERNMENT/CityDepartmentsNZ/RecreationDivision/aqProgramsEvents/tabid/169/Default.aspx#WaterAerobics
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are four hours long and include several different tasks. Volunteers will take tickets, distribute 
programs or oversee the exhibits in the children’s art and essay contest area. Volunteers will also 
watch over booths while artisans take breaks. Volunteers will receive a one-day pass for free 
admission to the Faire. For more information about this volunteer opportunity contact Linda Piper at 
352-393-8536 or visit www.gvlculturalaffairs.org.  

 Toss aside your textbooks and become immersed in history during the 28th Annual Hoggetowne 
Medieval Faire Friday, Jan. 31. The City of Gainesville Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs 
Department invites all schools and home school groups to enjoy a field trip filled with magic, history 
and adventure at the Alachua County Fairgrounds. Schools that register in advance will receive 
discounted admission for students and chaperones and a 50-page educational guide to supplement 
classroom activities before and after the faire. Ticket prices are $2 for students and $4 per adult. 
Individuals with disabilities, children under five and bus drivers are admitted free. Last year, more 
than 6,000 children from 26 counties attended the faire on School Day as part of their medieval 
curriculum studies. The deadline for advanced registration is Tuesday, Jan. 7. For more information 
call 393-8536 or visit www.gvlculturalaffairs.org. 

 Thomas Center Galleries: The Gainesville Fine Art Association exhibition runs through Jan. 4. 
Pieces of Dreams: The Art of Lorelei Esser runs through Jan. 4.  

 

 
Economic Development & Innovation contact: Erik Bredfeldt – 352-393-8614 

 On Thursday, Dec. 19, the EDI Director will attend a First-Step meeting on a proposed Sam’s 
Club building to be located in southwest Gainesville. 

 On Wednesday, Jan. 8, the EDI Director will attend a routine meeting of the Innovation Academy. 

 On Thursday, Jan. 9, a tentative meeting is scheduled for the Chamber Small Business Task 
Force Work Groups. The Works Groups will review work items completed or in progress relative to 
small business recommendations. 

 On Tuesday, Jan. 14, the EDI Director will attend the monthly Innovation Square (i2) meeting at 
the GRU Administration Building. 

 On Wednesday, Jan. 15, the EDI Director will attend the economic development regional partners 
meeting to be held at the Gainesville Area Chamber of Commerce. 

 

 
Gainesville Police Department contact: Officer Ben Tobias – 352-393-7525 

 The Gainesville Police Department Community Calendar provides information on crime watch 
meetings and other community meetings, such as the Black-on-Black Task Force. Please view the 
calendar for meeting dates and locations. 

 On Tuesday, Dec. 31, GPD personnel will attend a Safety Fair at the YMCA, which is located at 
9315 SW Archer Rd. The helicopter, K9 units and mounted units are scheduled to attend. 

 

The next report will cover January 16-29, 2014. Items for submission to the report are due to the 
Communications Office no later than Thursday, January, 9. For more information, please contact Laura 
Rawson at extension 8740. 

http://www.gvlculturalaffairs.org/
http://www.gvlculturalaffairs.org/
http://www.gvlculturalaffairs.org/website/programs_events/Galleries/galleries.html
http://www.gainesvillepd.org/
mailto:rawsonle@cityofgainesville.org
mailto:rawsonle@cityofgainesville.org

	GFR Administration and Operations contact: Chief Gene Prince – 352-334-5078
	 The Gainesville Fire Rescue Strategic Plan and Standards of Cover may be viewed on the GFR page of the city’s website at www.gfr.org.
	GFR Risk Reduction Bureau contact: Asst. Chief JoAnne Rice – 352-393-8377
	GFR support services Bureau contact: Asst. Chief Jeff Lane – 352-393-8459
	 Gainesville Fire Rescue is announcing its CPR and related course offerings to the community through its Operation C.A.R.E or Citizens Aiding in Response to Emergencies. The program is being provided on a fee basis by the City Of Gainesville to incre...
	Public Works contact: Chantel Thomas – 352-334-5070
	Economic Development & Innovation contact: Erik Bredfeldt – 352-393-8614
	Gainesville Police Department contact: Officer Ben Tobias – 352-393-7525

