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v Save the date for TEAM’s fifth annual casino night! Casino night will be held at 6 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 21 at the City of Gainesville/Alachua County Senior Recreation Center, which is located at 5701
NW 34™ St. Doors open at 6 p.m., gaming begins at 6:30 p.m.

<\

The Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) Program is a combined effort with the United
Way of North Central Florida and the IRS to help low to moderate-income working people
keep more of their refund and not pay for income tax services. Many lower-income households
are owed a significant refund because of the Earned Income Tax Credit, or EITC, a federal income
tax credit for low to moderate-income working people. United Way officials are hoping to find more
local residents who are eligible for the EITC by offering VITA, a free service. Residents can find out
more about the free program, make an appointment and find out what to bring to the appointment by
calling United Way’s 24-hour information line 2-1-1.

Capital Projects

v The City Commission has advanced the staff recommendation for the construction manager of
fire station no. 1 to the Feb. 5 meeting.

\

Construction of Phase 2 of the Main Street streetscape project started Dec. 8, with anticipated
completion near April 2015. The scope of the project includes brick paver installation between
South First and Second Avenues on Main Street, public art, low-impact development stormwater
treatment landscaping areas, street trees, benches and bikes racks. For more information, please visit
http://www.gainesvillepublicworks.org/projects-2/main-st-streetscape/ or contact Stefan Broadus at
352-393-8406.

Construction of the rail-trail landscaping project is expected to be complete around April. The
purpose of the project is to clear existing overgrowth along the rail-trail, and install landscaping and
hardscaping to increase the use and appearance of the rail-trail in this area between Northwest Fourth
Street and Northwest 16™ Avenue. This project is consistent with the city’s Comprehensive Plan’s
transportation mobility element to “provide a safe, convenient, accessible, comfortable, continuous,
and aesthetically pleasing transportation environment that promotes walking...” that “is conducive to
bicycling.” For more information, please visit http://www.gainesvillepublicworks.org/projects-2/w-
6th-street-rail-trail-landscaping/ or contact Stefan Broadus at 352-393-8406.

Beginning in early March 2015, the city’s roadway contractor, O’Steen Bros, will close Depot
Avenue between Southwest Sixth Street and Southwest Ninth Street to begin work on the
Tumblin Creek crossing. This work includes replacement of three, 48-foot concrete pipes that carry
the creek flow beneath the Depot Avenue roadway. This work will also include the construction of a
gabion basket retaining wall on the south side of the roadway. This work is complicated due to the
depth of the excavation and the number of new and existing utilities that will have to be protected
during the work. The crossing is expected to take approximately two months and the project is
scheduled to be completed in April 2016.

<\

<\

<\

A new discussion topic is open on engageGNV regarding the construction of a signalized
crosswalk to assist pedestrians with crossing Northeast Eighth Avenue in the Duckpond area.
The forum will be open for 30 days, and responses will assist the Public Works Department in
deciding which crosswalk option will best serve the public interest. The topic can be accessed at
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http://www.peakdemocracy.com/portals/169/Forum 501/Issue 2413 or for more information, contact
Betsy Waite at 352-393-8405.

A sidewalk construction project, located on Southwest 41% Place between Southwest 34™ Street
and Southwest 31* Drive, is complete. This project completes a gap in the sidewalk network
improving access, connectivity to transit, stormwater management and safety for all users of the
corridor. This project was designed in-house by Public Works Department staff and constructed under
an Annual City-wide Sidewalk Construction/Replacement contract. For more information on this
project, contact Shawn Webber, project manager, at webbersd@cityofgainesville.org or 352-334-
5070.

Communications Office contact: Bob Woods — 352-393-8627

v

The 2014 Citizen’s Report was released at the State of the City Address in late January. The report
covers the highlights of the past fiscal year. If you wish to receive a hard copy, please email your
request to rawsonle@cityofgainesville.org.

The grand prize winner of the Sixth Annual Gainesville Photography Contest was unveiled Jan. 28 at
the State of the City Address. The winning photograph is Waxed Rose by Allan Austria. Finalist's
photographs can be found throughout the 2014 Citizen's Report and in the 2015 calendar.
Congratulations to Allan and other contest finalists! To view the photographs, please click here.

The 2015 City of Gainesville photography contest calendar (pdf) is now available for
downloading. Photographs in the calendar are finalists of the Sixth Annual Gainesville Photography
Contest, which was held in fall 2014. The pages are 8.5"x14" and cardstock is recommended. Please
note, the size of the file is large since it is a printable, hi-resolution calendar. To download the pdf,
please click here.

Staff has started coordination efforts for Gainesville 101: the Spring 2015 Citizens’ Academy.
This session will begin Wednesday, March 11 and will be held for seven consecutive weeks from
8:30 am.-12 noon. For more information, or to register, please  visit
http://academy.cityofgainesville.org/.

Gainesville Fire Rescue

GFR Administration and Operations contact: Interim Chief Jeff Lane — 352-334-5078

v

v

The Gainesville Fire Rescue Strategic Plan and Standards of Cover may be viewed on the GFR
page of the city’s website at www.gfr.org.

GFR’s second comprehensive Citizens” Survey has been published to the GFR website and shows
the comparison between the 2011 and 2014 results for GFR’s services.

The application period for fire special assessment hardship assistance and fire flow (sprinkler)
mitigation credits is open until May 1, 2015. Please visit the fire assessment \Web page for
information and forms, or call 352-334-5078 to request a form.

The open data portal now has information on fire safety inspections and community outreach.
Please visit https://stat.cityofgainesville.org/public-safety#operational to view the information.
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GFR Risk Reduction Bureau contact: Asst. Chief JoAnne Rice — 352-393-8377

v
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Winter safety information from the National Fire Protection Association is available on the GFR
Risk Reduction Resources Web page.

Project Get Alarmed helps those who cannot afford smoke detectors. Applications are available
online or by calling Risk Reduction Specialist Krista Ott at 393-8461.

Requests for car seat safety checks and installation should be directed to GFR’s Risk Reduction
Specialist Krista Ott at 393-8461.

GFR continues to host crowd manager training to enhance community safety. For information on
Safe Assembly Training classes, please call 334-5065.

GFR Support Services Bureau contact: Capt. Joseph Hillhouse — 352-393-8459

v

Gainesville Fire Rescue continues to provide CPR and related course offerings to the community
through its Operation C.A.R.E or Citizens Aiding in Response to Emergencies. The program is
being provided on a fee basis by the City Of Gainesville to increase the number of persons who can
perform CPR, first aid and other skills during an emergency until help can arrive. For more
information, please visit gfr.org/community training.

Public Works contact: Chantel Thomas — 352-334-5070

v

The Bicycle/Pedestrian Program is coordinating the installation of a public bicycle repair stand
at GRACE Marketplace Wednesday, Feb. 18 at 10:30 a.m. For volunteering, schedulinga
bicycle/pedestrian event, questions or volunteer opportunities, please contact Dekova Batey,
bicycle/pedestrian program coordinator at 352-334-5070 or bikeped@cityofgainesville.org.

Parks, Recreation and Cultural AHairs

Recreation and Aquatics contact: Jeff Moffitt — 352-393-8732

v

<\

Basketball for All is a free, adaptive program is offered through a partnership with the non-profit
corporation Noah’s Endeavor, Inc., for children with special physical and developmental needs. The
program teaches children to be comfortable on the field while they have fun and learn important
safety skills. For additional information, please contact Noah’s Endeavor at 352-275-9639 or
info@noahsendeavor.org or visit their website at www.noahsendeavor.org. Basketball for All is
offered the remaining Sundays from 2-4 p.m.: Feb. 8, Feb. 15 and Feb. 22.

Need a place for your Kids to go on teacher work days or school holidays? Out-of-School Days is
a convenient option for busy parents. Let's work together to give your child a foundation for success!
During camp, kids enjoy games, activities and crafts that encourage achievement, a sense of
community, good health and strong character! The remaining dates for 2014-15 are:

0 Monday, Feb. 16, 2015 (President's Day)
o Friday, April 13, 2015 (teacher workday)
o0 Friday, June 5, 2015 (teacher workday)

Camps are located at Albert “Ray” Massey Recreation Center, 1001 NW 34th St., and Eastside
Community Center, 2841 E. University Ave. Hours of operation are 7 a.m.-6 p.m., and the camp is
offered for children in first through eighth grades. Cost per day is $5.50 for city residents and $8.40
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for non-city residents. Proof of residency, such as a GRU bill or voter ID card, is required at the time
of registration.

v The Foundations After-School Program aims to foster ethical values and teach academic and
life skills for youth. The program is offered through June 4, 2015. Participants will be involved in
structured activities, such as tutoring, homework help, arts/crafts, recreation and sporting activities.
All children are welcome, but pre-registration is required. Space is limited and is available on a first
come, first serve basis. Please note, transportation is not provided for this program. The program is
for kids in first-eighth grade with convenient locations at four recreation and community centers
(Albert "Ray" Massey Recreation, Eastside Community, Clarence R. Kelly Community and Porters
Community Centers). For full details, visit our After-School Programs page or call 352-334-5067.

v" Winter operating hours for municipal pools are as follows:
Northeast Pool
M-F: 11:30 a.m.-7 p.m., Open Swim/Lap Swim
SA: 12-5 p.m., Open Swim/Lap Swim
SU: Closed

Westside Pool (closed for the season)
Mickle Pool (closed for the season)

Environmental Education contact: Sally Wazny — 352-334-3326

v Environmental education programs resume at Morningside Nature Center (3540 E. University
Ave.)! The free, educational and fun-filled programs at Morningside Nature Center start in September
and continue through May! For more information, please call 352-334-3326.

o0 C’mon home to the Living History Farm and experience a time when the rooster’s crow and
the rising sun, not an alarm clock, welcomed a new day! During Living History Days,
interpreters portray day-to-day life on an 1870 Florida farm. Living History Days take place
the first Saturday of the month from 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. The farm is open to the public from 9
a.m.-4:30 p.m., Tuesday through Saturday all year long. The remaining Living History Days
dates are Feb. 7, March 7, April 4 and May 2. Step back in time, enjoy nature, and experience
Florida as it was!

0 Morningside Nature Center has a farm, ee—i—ee—i—oh! On this farm, youngsters (with an
adult) can meet and greet farm animals by helping staff with afternoon feeding on the Living
History Farm. This program is free but the animals love donations of carrots, squash, apples,
sweet potatoes, and melons (please give these items to a staff member and not directly to the
animals). With a sheep here—and a cow there—learning about heritage breeds is fun! The
Barnyard Buddies Program takes place Wednesdays at 3 p.m. at the Living History Farm.

0 At the Frogs and Friends Friday program, children (with an adult) can join a Morningside
Nature Center animal caretaker for an exciting and educational program featuring live
ampbhibians and reptiles. Join the fun, get the facts! This free program begins at 2 p.m. in the
Education Building. The remaining Frogs and Friends Friday dates are Feb. 6, March 6, April
3 and May 1.

Nature Operations Contact: Linda Demetroupolos, 352-393-8445

v Please join us for a free tree climbing demonstration Saturday, Feb. 7 at 10 a.m. at Northeast
Park (501 NE 16th Ave.). For more information, please contact Kim Harris at 393-8182 or
HarrisKD@cityofgainesville.org.

v" Geoff Parks has been promoted to Nature Resource Management Program Coordinator. Geoff
has an MS in Botany from the University of Florida, and extensive field experience and study in
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conservation biology. He has a certificate in natural areas management from the Natural Areas
Training Academy, and has been working in land management with the City of Gainesville for 12
years, including writing management plans, GIS mapping, wildlife and plant monitoring, prescribed
fire and invasive plant management.

Cultural Affairs contact: Russell Etling — 352-393-8532

v" The Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs Department, in cooperation with Shakerag Culture Center,
Inc., is pleased to announce the next Jewel Box Concert at the Thomas Center Saturday, Feb. 14.
The concert features international touring artists Flagship Romance and special guest, the
renowned songwriter from England, Rupert Wates. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Rupert Wates
performs at 7:30 p.m. Flagship Romance will then perform two, 45-minute sets, with a 20-minute
intermission starting at 8 p.m. Admission is $15 at the door - cash or check only. Flagship Romance
consists of real-life lovers, singers and songwriters Shawn Fisher and Jordyn Jackson. To describe
their sound, they have coined the term “Harmonic Alternative Folk.” Anchored by Fisher’s unique
guitar playing, Flagship Romance compositions are centered around and feature the couple’s
unclassifiable vocal blend. Rupert Wates was born in London, and, in the words of Kitchen Sink
House Concerts in Arizona, is “a ridiculously talented musician.” Since September 2006, he has been
based in the U.S. His music has found a warm reception in America. For more information, please
click here.

v" It is with great pleasure that we announce the third season of Jest Fest!, Gainesville’s newest
signature event. This year, Jest Fest! is moving to our cultural center at the Historic Thomas Center
and Gardens. With the move, there will be five stage locations, both indoors and out, and all of the
wonderful entertainers will be performing on one fun-filled festival day. The lineup this year’s
features the Flying Wallendas, plus last year's smash hit Johnny Peers And the Muttville Comix dog
show, silent clowns Avner the Eccentric and Arsene Dupin, Magical Mystical Michael, comic cellist
Rushad Eggleston, one-man-band Marc Dobson and introducing 12-year-old ventriloquist Cole
Tucker, plus many more! Jest Fest! is Sunday, March 29 from 12-6 p.m. at the Historic Thomas
Center, and is free and open to the public.

v In late January, Cultural Affairs Interim Manager, Russell Etling, received a certificate from the
Assistant Dean of the UF College of Design, Construction and Planning on behalf of PRCA for
its role as partner to the UF Urban Planning Graduate Student Studios' study for the 352Arts
project, which received the prestigious Service-Learning Project Award.

v' Thomas Center_Galleries: INSIDE OUT: The Spectacular World of Mr. Eddy is in the Main
Gallery Jan. 9-March 14. ALACHUA COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Visual Arts Program
Showcase K-12 is in the Mezzanine Gallery Jan. 10-Feb. 14

Economic Development & Innovation contact: Erik Bredfeldt — 352-393-8614

v/ On Tuesday, Feb. 10, the Economic Development and Innovation Director will attend an IT project
board meeting and then a routine staff meeting on proposed modifications to the city’s vehicle
for hire ordinance.

v/ On Wednesday, Feb. 11, the Economic Development and Innovation Director will attend a meeting
of the entrepreneurial roundtable.
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v On Thursday, Feb. 12, the Economic Development and Innovation Director will attend a meeting of
the airport finance committee to discuss draft vehicle for hire ordinance modifications and a
routine meeting of the City Manager’s Economic Development Team.

v On Tuesday, Feb. 17, the Economic Development and Innovation Director will attend a routine staff
meeting on proposed modifications to the city’s vehicle for hire ordinance.

Planning and Development Services
Planning and Development Services contact: Steve Dush — 352-393-8690

v In January, the City Beautification Board, Four Seasons Garden Club, Planning and Development
Services Department, Gainesville Police Department and Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs
Department hosted the Florida Arbor Day event at the Police Headquarters. The Florida Day
program included the four fallen police officers who gave their lives in the line of duty, and, by
honoring these officers, four live oak trees were planted on the grounds at the police
department. Police Chief Tony Jones gave a kindhearted talk about the officers and how much this
day meant to the police department. There were about 85 guests in attendance, and Commissioner
Helen Warren read the proclamation at the Arbor Day event.

Gainesville Police Depariment

Gainesville Police Department contact: Officer Ben Tobias — 352-393-7525

v The Gainesville Police Department Community Calendar provides information on crime watch
meetings and other community meetings, such as the Black-on-Black Task Force. Please view the
calendar for meeting dates and locations.

The next report will cover February 19-March 4, 2015. Items for submission to the report are due to the
Communications Office no later than Thursday, February 12. For more information, please contact
Laura Rawson at extension 8740.
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