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Prepared for the City Commission, August 21-September 3, 2014 

 
 A special joint meeting with the Gainesville City Commission and the Alachua County 

Commission is scheduled Monday, Aug. 25 at 3 p.m. in the Jack Durrance Auditorium. 

 In observance of Labor Day, city offices will be closed Monday, Sept. 1. All RTS offices will be 
closed and there will be no RTS bus service. No ADA paratransit service will be provided. Curbside 
collection service for solid waste, recycling and yard trash will not be affected by the Labor Day 
holiday. 

 The Moving Alachua County Forward surtax initiative now has a Facebook presence. The site is 
being monitored by city and county staff as part of a public education campaign. 

 The Advantage 3.10 upgrade will go live Sept. 2, 2014. The system upgrade includes changes for 
both Advantage HRM and Advantage Finance. Demonstrations and post go live open house dates 
are as follows: 

o Preview demo: Tuesday, Aug. 26 at the GRU Eastside Operations center MPR b, located 
in building 7 – held hourly from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. 

o Post go live open house (pre-registration not required, although you may be asked to 
wait for the next available workstation):  
 Tuesday, Sept. 2 at the EOC, building 7, room 7111 – seating as available from 

1-5 p.m. 
 Tuesday, Sept. 9 at the HR Training room – seating as available from 8 a.m.-5 

p.m. 

 It is that time of year again to recognize our best employees during the 2014 annual employee 
recognition process. Department/division managers will select the Individual Employee of the Year 
Award. City employees have the opportunity to nominate other employees for an At-Large Award, 
including: Leadership Award, Innovation Award, Public Service Award, Customer Service Award, 
Diversity Award or Community Service Award. For more information, click here. 

 The 2014 Gainesville Job & Trade Fair will be held Tuesday, Sept. 9 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at the 
MLK, Jr. Center, which is located at 1028 NE 14th St. The fair is free to the public and will feature 
informational booths, workshops on effective job searches, skilled trade development and more! For 
more information, please contact Candasy Young at tolbertc@cityofgainesville.org or 352-393-8727. 

 Tickets to the 5th Annual City's Got Talent Show are now available! Admission only is $2, or 
admission, plus lunch, is $5. Food concessions will be available, so bring some money to spend! 
Advance sales to the talent show are available from any TEAM member or from Cheryl Brothers at 
ext. 8770.  

When: Thursday, Sept. 11 from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. (doors open at 11 a.m.)  
Where: Thelma Boltin Center  
Cost: $2 without lunch, $5 with lunch   

 Follow @GRUStormCentral on Twitter for outage information during severe weather.  

 

 
 Implementation of the North Third/Second Avenue bicycle boulevard is underway. The project 

extends from Northwest 21st Street to Northeast Seventh Street, and will be installed in phases. The 
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https://www.facebook.com/movingalachuacountyforward
http://ggsp/Lists/Announcements/DispForm.aspx?ID=1076&Source=http%3A%2F%2Fggsp%2Fdefault.aspx
mailto:tolbertc@cityofgainesville.org
mailto:brothersca@cityofgainesville.org
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project will provide bicyclists with an alternative facility parallel to University Avenue with lower 
automobile traffic volume and speed and, once completed, will connect to the West 12th Street bicycle 
boulevard, the Sixth Street Rail-Trail and the planned East Seventh Street bicycle boulevard. Future 
phases would extend further east, connecting to the Waldo Road Rail-Trail. For more information 
about bicycle boulevard, visit www.cityofgainesville.org/bikeped or contact Debbie Leistner at 352-
393-8412.  

 Construction of the Southwest 35th Place sidewalks project began in February and is anticipated to 
be complete in August. The goal of this project is to construct a sidewalk on the south side of 
Southwest 35th Place between Southwest 34th Street and the existing sidewalk approximately 450’ 
east of Southwest 27th Street. For more information, please click here or contact Stefan Broadus at 
393-8406. 

 Workers at the new RTS Maintenance Facility continue to work on the employee parking lot, 
computer cable installation, carpeting and tile. Landscaping around the drainage pond has begun, and 
new equipment continues to be installed and tested. The official ribbon cutting will be Monday, Nov. 
17, please mark your calendars and watch for more information in the coming months. 

 The tennis courts at T.B. McPherson and Cofrin Nature Parks have been resurfaced. The T.B. 
McPherson tennis courts have been active over the summer with the Aces in Motion program offering 
free tennis lessons to youth. 

 

 
Communications Office contact: Bob Woods – 352-393-8627 

 Staff are encouraged to participate in the Sixth Annual Gainesville Photography Contest, which 
runs from Aug. 15-Sept. 29, 2014. Finalists’ work will be on display at a photo exhibition that will 
be held at the Hippodrome State Theatre in early 2015, and the grand prize winner will be unveiled at 
the State of the City Address and featured in the 2014 Citizen’s Report. Complete contest rules are 
available online at 
http://www.cityofgainesville.org/CommunicationsOffice/CommunicationsOffice/PhotoContest.aspx.   

 Communications staff has started coordinating and recruiting attendees for the fall session of 
Gainesville 101: Citizens’ Academy. Interested parties should visit 
http://academy.cityofgainesville.org for more information or to register. 

 Hurricane season officially began June 1 and lasts until November 30. The city's website has 
updated information about planning for a hurricane, shelter information, weather advisories and 
emergency contact information.  

 

 

GFR Administration and Operations contact: Chief Gene Prince – 352-334-5078 

 The Gainesville Fire Rescue Strategic Plan and Standards of Cover may be viewed on the GFR 
page of the city’s website at www.gfr.org.  

 In July, GFR participated in a FEMA emergency drill hosted by the University of Florida and 
Athletic Association.  The emergency drill was done as part of FEMA’s Virtual Tabletop Exercise 
(VTTX) program and focused on disaster response to a stadium or arena.  FEMA’s Emergency 
Management Institute simultaneously conducted the exercise all across the US, including Ohio State, 
Texas Tech, Georgia Tech and several other college team locations through video-conferencing. The 

http://www.cityofgainesville.org/bikeped
http://www.gainesvillepublicworks.org/projects-2/sw-35th-place-sidewalks/
http://www.cityofgainesville.org/CommunicationsOffice/CommunicationsOffice/PhotoContest.aspx
http://academy.cityofgainesville.org/
http://cityofgainesville.org/CommunicationsOffice/Emergencies/HurricanePlanning.aspx
http://www.gfr.org/
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exercise simulated a collapse of a large section of the stadium, which required the activation of UF’s 
Emergency Operations Plan and establishing a unified command with University Police, Gainesville 
Police, Gainesville Fire Rescue and Alachua County Fire Rescue.  Every year during the UF football 
season, multiple partner agencies join together in the emergency command sky box to manage the 
influx of game-day fans and calls for emergency services at the stadium. This exercise highlighted 
how the team would transition from its game-day roles into a larger emergency situation. Capt. Bart 
Knowles with UPD and Deputy Chief Jeff Lane from GFR were selected to give the response 
summary to the virtual attendees that included how the incident was managed, the incident command 
structure, as well as the issues and challenges of moving the command post as it was affected by the 
collapse scenario.  The UF Emergency Management is collecting the lessons learned, and will use the 
information in future plan updates.     

GFR Risk Reduction Bureau contact: Asst. Chief JoAnne Rice – 352-393-8377  

 Requests for car seat safety checks and installation should be directed to GFR’s Risk Reduction 
Specialist Krista Ott at 393-8461.  

 GFR continues to host crowd manager training to enhance community safety. For information on 
Operation Safe Club classes, please call 334-5065. 

GFR Support Services Bureau contact: Capt. Joseph Hillhouse – 352-393-8459  

 Gainesville Fire Rescue continues to provide CPR and related course offerings to the community 
through its Operation C.A.R.E or Citizens Aiding in Response to Emergencies. The program is 
being provided on a fee basis by the City Of Gainesville to increase the number of persons who can 
perform CPR, first aid and other skills during an emergency until help can arrive. For more 
information, please visit gfr.org/community training. 

 

 

Public Works contact: Chantel Thomas – 352-334-5070 

 RTS will run its Gator Aider service from five park-n-ride locations this UF football season. 
Game day shuttles can be caught at Town of Tioga (World of Beer), Haile Plantation Center, Hilton 
at UF (34th Street), the Oaks Mall and the City of Gainesville Downtown Parking Garage. The cost is 
$10 for a single roundtrip or $50 for the season. Service begins three hours prior to kickoff, with 
return service starting at the beginning of the fourth quarter (and up to one hour after the game 
ends). RTS will not provide service to the UF parking garages on campus, as this will be provided by 
a third party. 

 The Bicycle/Pedestrian Program will provide a bicycle helmet safety training/certification for 
the UF Athlete Brain Group Aug. 21. For more information, volunteering or scheduling a 
bicycle/pedestrian event, please contact Dekova Batey, bicycle/pedestrian program coordinator at 
352-334-5070 or bikeped@cityofgainesville.org. Visit our website at 
www.cityofgainesville.org/bikeped.  

 The Solid Waste Division is testing Enevo sensors in 10 dumpsters at city facilities that will 
evaluate the fullness of the dumpsters. When the dumpsters reach 80 percent capacity, the sensors 
will send an alert to the Solid Waste Office, as well as the garbage hauler for on-call pickup for the 
following day, instead of the scheduled weekly pickups regardless of the dumpster’s volume. The 
testing will be for two months to evaluate the fiscal savings by only dumping when the dumpsters are 
full.  Decisions to pursue this further will be dependent on the results. 

http://www.cityofgainesville.org/GainesvilleFireRescue(GFR)/SupportServices/CommunityClasses.aspx
mailto:bikeped@cityofgainesville.org
http://www.cityofgainesville.org/bikeped
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 There is no schedule change for solid waste pickup for the Labor Day holiday week. Waste 
Corporation of America does not include Labor Day as one of their holidays. 

 RTS offices will be closed and bus service suspended Monday, Sept. 1, in observance of the Labor 
Day holiday. Paratransit service will also be suspended. Normal fall service will resume Tuesday, 
Sept. 2. 

 

 

Recreation and Aquatics contact: Jeff Moffitt – 352-393-8732  

 Labor Day weekend pool hours are as follows: 
Northeast Pool  
Aug. 29: 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Open Swim 
Aug. 30: 12-5 p.m., Open Swim  
Sept. 1 (Labor Day): 6-9 a.m., Lap Swim and 11:30 a.m.--7 p.m., Open Swim  

Westside Pool  
Aug. 29: 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Open Swim 
Aug. 30: 12-5 p.m., Open Swim  
Sept. 1 (Labor Day): 6-8 a.m., Lap Swim and 11:30 a.m.--7 p.m., Open Swim 

Mickle Pool  
Aug. 29: 12-5 p.m., Open Swim 
Aug. 30: 12-5 p.m., Open Swim 
Sept. 1 (Labor Day): 12-5 p.m., Open Swim  

 The Biathlon Challenge, which consists of eight races that alternate between Northeast and Westside 
Pools, continues with the next race of the season taking place at the Westside Pool Saturday, Sept. 
13. The biathlon consists of a 5k run and an 800-meter swim. Early registration fees are $17.25 per 
race for city residents and $23 for non-city residents, or $23 for city residents and $34.50 for non-city 
residents on the day of the race. On-site registration and check-in begins at 7 a.m., and the first wave 
beginning at 7:45 a.m. and the second wave beginning at 8:30 a.m. The first 15 people to register will 
receive some sweet swag!  

 Fall swimming lessons begin Aug. 25 and run through Oct. 3. Lessons are offered at both the 
Northeast and Westside Pools. The fees are $44.50 per session for city residents and $67.75 for non-
city residents. The dates and times vary based on location and skill level and can be viewed here. For 
more information, or to register, please call 334-5067. 

 Aqua-Fit water aerobics classes are of low- to medium-intensity and feature aerobic cardio and core 
training while focusing on flexibility and total body toning.  The classes take place in both the 
shallow and deep water, and are taught by certified instructors. Classes are available at the Northeast 
Pool, Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays (May-Sept.) from 11:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. and Tuesdays and 
Thursdays (May-Sept.) from 7-8 p.m. Perfect for city employees to stop by on their lunch break or 
after work for a great workout (which can count toward your Pro-Club exercise points)! This program 
is offered throughout the year, so employees can join in at any time! The class fee is $2.55 a class or 
$20.40 for eight classes. 

 The Foundations After-School Program aims to foster ethical values and teach academic and 
life skills for youth. The program is offered Sept. 2, 2014 to June 4, 2015. Participants will be 
involved in structured activities, such as tutoring, homework help, arts/crafts, recreation and sporting 
activities. All children are welcome, but pre-registration is required. Space is limited and is available 
on a first come, first serve basis. Please note, transportation is not provided for this program. The 

http://www.cityofgainesville.org/Portals/0/rec/docs/WEB_BiathlonBrochure_8_5x11.pdf
http://www.cityofgainesville.org/ParksRecreationCulturalAffairs/Sports,AquaticsFitness/Aquatics/SwimLessons.aspx
http://www.cityofgainesville.org/GOVERNMENT/CityDepartmentsNZ/RecreationDivision/aqProgramsEvents/tabid/169/Default.aspx#WaterAerobics
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program is for kids in first-eighth grade with convenient locations at four recreation and community 
centers (Albert "Ray" Massey Recreation, Eastside Community, Clarence R. Kelly Community and 
Porters Community Centers). For full details, visit our After-School Programs page or call 352-334-
5067. 

 All three city pools are open! Fall operating hours (effective Aug. 18) are as follows: 
Northeast Pool (through Nov. 3) 
M-F: 6-9 a.m., Lap Swim 
M-F: 11:30 a.m.-7 p.m., Open Swim (lap lanes available) 
SA: 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Open Swim 
SU: 12-5 p.m., Open Swim  

Westside Pool (through Oct. 24) 
M-F: 6-8 a.m., Lap Swim 
M-F: 3-7 p.m., Open Swim  
SA: 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Open Swim 
SU: 12-5 p.m., Open Swim 

Mickle Pool (through Sept. 1) 
M-F: 3-7 p.m., Open Swim  
SA: 12-5 p.m., Open Swim 
SU: Closed 

 Unleash the athlete within with Triton Fitness Gainesville! This high-intensity program is a blend of 
extreme land and aquatic training. This program incorporates competition and camaraderie to develop 
an environment where everyone will experience new mental and physical challenges. 
Ages: 15 & Older 
Fee: $5 per class or 6 classes for $25! 
Times: March–November, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7–8 p.m. 
Locations: Dwight H. Hunter “Northeast” Pool, 1100 NE 14th St., 352-334-2191 
Martin Luther King Jr. Multipurpose Center, 1028 NE 14th St., 352-334-5053 

Environmental Education contact:  Sally Wazny – 352-334-3326 

 Environmental education programs resume at Morningside Nature Center! The free, educational 
and fun-filled programs at Morningside Nature Center start in September and continue through May! 

o C’mon home to the Living History Farm and experience a time when the rooster’s crow and 
the rising sun, not an alarm clock, welcomed a new day! During Living History Days, 
interpreters portray day-to-day life on an 1870 Florida farm. Living History Days take place 
the first Saturday of the month from 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. The farm is open to the public from 9 
a.m.-4:30 p.m., Tuesday through Saturday all year long. The Living History Days dates are 
Sept. 6, Oct. 4, Nov. 1, Dec. 6, Jan. 3, Feb. 7, March 7, April 4 and May 2. Step back in time, 
enjoy nature, and experience Florida as it was! 

o Morningside Nature Center has a farm, ee—i—ee—i—oh! On this farm, youngsters (with an 
adult) can meet and greet farm animals by helping staff with afternoon feeding on the Living 
History Farm. This program is free but the animals love donations of carrots, squash, apples, 
sweet potatoes, and melons (please give these items to a staff member and not directly to the 
animals). With a sheep here—and a cow there—learning about heritage breeds is fun! The 
Barnyard Buddies Program takes place Wednesdays at 3 p.m. at the Living History Farm. 

o At the Frogs and Friends Friday program, children (with an adult) can join a Morningside 
Nature Center animal caretaker for an exciting and educational program featuring live 
amphibians and reptiles. Join the fun, get the facts! This free program begins at 2 p.m. in the 

http://www.cityofgainesville.org/ParksRecreationCulturalAffairs/YouthProgramsCamps/AfterSchoolPrograms.aspx
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Education Building. Frogs and Friends Friday dates are Sept. 5, Oct. 3, Nov. 7, Dec. 5, Jan. 2, 
Feb. 6, March 6, April 3 and May 1.  

Morningside Nature Center is located at 3540 E. University Ave., approximately three miles east of 
downtown Gainesville. For more information, please call 352-334-3326. 

Cultural Affairs contact:  Russell Etling – 352-393-8532 

 You are invited to the “Free Fridays” concert series, held each Friday May-October from 8–10 p.m. 
at the Bo Diddley Community Plaza, which is located on the corner of Southeast First Street and East 
University Avenue. Featuring some of the best local and regional musicians, this series runs for 
nearly six months and is highly anticipated by its many fans. For well over a decade, all ages have 
brought their blankets and lawn chairs into our beautiful downtown amphitheatre and joined in the 
fun under the stars. Upcoming performers include:  

o Aug. 22: Fast Lane (r&b, soul, funk) 
o Aug. 29: Crooked Counsel (classic rock) 

 The 2015 Hoggetowne Medieval Faire is looking for actors, singers, tumblers and stage 
combatants to portray Robin Hood, the Sheriff and the characters for the Living Chessboard and cast 
of characters. Auditions will be held Saturday, Sept. 6 and Sunday, Sept. 7 from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
 Stage combat training will be provided for those interested. Please bring your driver’s license or 
photo ID. Anyone under 18 will need to have their parent or guardian present to sign required 
paperwork. The Hoggetowne Medieval Faire will be held at the Alachua Fairgrounds on Jan. 24-25 
and Jan 30- Feb.1, 2015.  For locations and directions, please visit www.thievesguilde.org or contact 
the director at director@thievesguilde.org. 

 Thomas Center Galleries: ABOUT FACE: Portraits with a Presence will be on display in the Main 
and Mezzanine Galleries through Sept. 20. This exhibition features a contemporary look at the 
timeless tradition of portraiture and the artist’s ongoing quest to capture a sense of the presence of a 
person on canvas and paper. 

 352Arts is the exciting new project aimed at bringing artists and art lovers together in the community. 
The results of discussions and surveys will shape the 352ArtsRoadmap that will help chart the course 
for the future of arts and culture in Gainesville and Alachua County. Please go to www.352arts.org 
to fill out the survey. 

 

 
Planning and development Services contact: Steve Dush – 352-393-8690 

 Urban Forestry Inspector Earline Luhrman worked with the developer of Infinity Hall (Signet 
Enterprises) to relocate an 80-year-old Canary Island date palm to a new home. This palm was 
slated to be removed for the development at 800 SW Second Ave.; however, it was in the best 
interest of the city to save this beautiful palm and move it to a new location. It now sits on the 
grounds of Sweetwater Branch Park located behind the Matheson Museum. The palm weighs 26,000 
pounds, is 60-feet tall and has an eight-foot root ball. It took eight hours of work for the relocation to 
be complete. 

 Redevelopment of the Butler Development on Archer Road is underway and staff is currently 
reviewing plans for a Sam’s Warehouse with a gas station. Staff is anticipating receiving plans for the 
relocation of Lowe’s in the near future to make way for redevelopment of that area into a town center. 

 The City Plan Board is continuing to review the Land Development Code, and has made 
recommendations to address compatibility issues raised by residents, including and buffer zones and 

http://www.gvlculturalaffairs.org/website/programs_events/plaza_series/plaza.html
http://www.thievesguilde.org/
mailto:director@thievesguilde.org
http://www.gvlculturalaffairs.org/website/programs_events/Galleries/galleries.html
http://www.352arts.org/
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placing limits on building height for development near residential areas. It is anticipated that the Plan 
Board with make a final recommendation to the City Commission by the end of this year.    

 

 
Economic Development & Innovation contact: Erik Bredfeldt – 352-393-8614 

 On Thursday, Aug. 21, the Economic Development & Innovation Director will meet with Planning 
staff to discuss the City Commission referral on food trucks to the Community Development 
Committee. 

 On Monday, Aug. 25, the Economic Development & Innovation Director will attend the 
International Council of Shopping Centers conference in Kissimmee, Florida. 

 On Wednesday, Aug. 27, a meeting of the EDUCC will occur in room 16 of City Hall at 5 p.m. The 
Economic Development & Innovation Director will staff the committee meeting. 

 On Thursday, Aug. 28, the Economic Development & Innovation Director will attend the monthly 
GACRAA meeting at the Gainesville Regional Airport.  

 On Thursday, Aug. 28, the Economic Development & Innovation Director will attend the City 
Manager’s Economic Development Team. 

 On Tuesday, Sept. 2, the Economic Development & Innovation Director will attend the Retiree 
Health Fund Investment Advisory Committee meeting at 2 p.m. in room 16 of City Hall. 

 

 
Gainesville Police Department contact: Officer Ben Tobias – 352-393-7525 

 The Gainesville Police Department Community Calendar provides information on crime watch 
meetings and other community meetings, such as the Black-on-Black Task Force. Please view the 
calendar for meeting dates and locations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next report will cover September 4-17, 2014. Items for submission to the report are due to the 
Communications Office no later than Thursday, August 28. For more information, please contact Laura 
Rawson at extension 8740. 

http://www.gainesvillepd.org/
mailto:rawsonle@cityofgainesville.org
mailto:rawsonle@cityofgainesville.org
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