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Prepared for the City Commission, August 7-20, 2014 

 
 Please note that the Aug. 7 City Commission meeting will be in recess from 5:30-7 p.m. 

 The Alachua County Food Services Program is providing free meals to any child between 0-18 
years of age. Participating sites are providing free, nutritious breakfast and lunch while school is not 
in session. For a list of locations and to register, please visit http://www.summerfoodflorida.org/. 

 Follow @GRUStormCentral on Twitter for outage information during severe weather.  

 

 
 The basis of design for the Southeast Fourth Street reconstruction project is tentatively scheduled 

to be presented to the City Commission at the Aug. 21 meeting. The proposed cross section for this 
portion of the roadway will be discussed, along with impacts to the existing trees along the corridor. 
The portion of Southeast Fourth Street being discussed is between Depot Avenue and Southwest 
Williston Road. 

 Construction of the Southwest 35th Place sidewalks project began in February and is anticipated to 
be complete in August. The goal of this project is to construct a sidewalk on the south side of 
Southwest 35th Place between Southwest 34th Street and the existing sidewalk approximately 450’ 
east of Southwest 27th Street. For more information, click here or contact Stefan Broadus at 393-8406. 

 

 
Communications Office contact: Bob Woods – 352-393-8627 

 The mobile version of the redesigned City of Gainesville website launched Monday, July 7. 
Communications staff encourages city staff and the public to visit the mobile site for information 
about department operations, current city news and available services, as well as existing mobile-
friendly sites like SmartTraffic and RTS Gator Locator. The public is able to provide direct, real-time 
feedback to city staff about the mobile website using software which can be accessed by users by 
clicking on the “mobile feedback” tab at the bottom of the main page. Public feedback will be used to 
identify and resolve site problems and provide responses to the public. 

 Hurricane season officially began June 1 and lasts until November 30. The city's website has 
updated information about planning for a hurricane, shelter information, weather advisories and 
emergency contact information.  

 

 

GFR Administration and Operations contact: Chief Gene Prince – 352-334-5078 

 The Gainesville Fire Rescue Strategic Plan and Standards of Cover may be viewed on the GFR 
page of the city’s website at www.gfr.org.  

 

         

C IT Y  MA N AGER ’S   
B IWE EKL Y  

 

http://lists.gvlfl.org/t/237274/1235/1611/5/
http://www.gainesvillepublicworks.org/projects-2/sw-35th-place-sidewalks/
http://cityofgainesville.org/CommunicationsOffice/Emergencies/HurricanePlanning.aspx
http://www.gfr.org/
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GFR Risk Reduction Bureau contact: Asst. Chief JoAnne Rice – 352-393-8377  

 Kids from A Child’s Dream summer camp will visit Safety City Thursday, Aug. 7.   

 Engine 3 will visit the Back-to-School event at Fred Cone Park Saturday, Aug. 9 at 1:30 p.m.  

 La Petite summer camp kids will visit Safety City Thursday, Aug. 14.   

 Engine 3 will visit the Village and Forest Green Back-to-School Bash Saturday, Aug. 16 at 10:30 
a.m.    

 Requests for car seat safety checks and installation should be directed to GFR’s Risk Reduction 
Specialist Krista Gonzalez at 393-8461.  

 GFR continues to host crowd manager training to enhance community safety. For information on 
Operation Safe Club classes, please call 334-5065. 

GFR Support Services Bureau contact: Capt. Joseph Hillhouse – 352-393-8459  

 Gainesville Fire Rescue continues to provide CPR and related course offerings to the community 
through its Operation C.A.R.E or Citizens Aiding in Response to Emergencies. The program is 
being provided on a fee basis by the City Of Gainesville to increase the number of persons who can 
perform CPR, first aid and other skills during an emergency until help can arrive. For more 
information, please visit gfr.org/community training. 

 

 

Public Works contact: Chantel Thomas – 352-334-5070 

 RTS will have reduced service Aug. 9-17. Routes running during this time are marked with an “R” 
in the printed and online bus schedules. Fall service will begin Monday, Aug. 18.    

 The Bicycle/Pedestrian Program will participate in trainings, meetings and outreach for the 
following: 

o A Child’s Dream summer camp visit to GFR’s Safety City Thursday, Aug. 7 
o La Petite summer camp visit Thursday, Aug. 14 

For more information, volunteering or scheduling an event, please contact Dekova Batey, 
Bicycle/Pedestrian Program Coordinator at 352-393-8493 or bikeped@cityofgainesville.org.  For 
more information, visit the website at www.cityofgainesville.org/bikeped.  

 

 

PRCA Grants contact: Alicia Antone – 352-393-8524 

 TD Bank Foundation has awarded $3,000 to support a lighting improvement project (LIP) at the 
Porters Community Center. The LIP will impact low-to moderate income families in the immediate 
community by improving the lighting in the Center with LED light bulbs and sensors in all of the 
rooms. The enhanced lighting will provide an opportunity to hold a series of lectures and programs on 
sustainability while reducing the carbon footprint in our community. Local volunteer experts from 
Gainesville Regional Utilities, University of Florida Office of Sustainability, Chamber of Commerce 
and Innovation Gainesville, all which have a concern for the environment, will assist in the LIP 
educational series. Sisters Helping Sisters has partnered with the Park, Recreation and Cultural 
Affairs Department to make sustainable facility enhancements on the Porters Community Center. 

http://www.cityofgainesville.org/GainesvilleFireRescue(GFR)/SupportServices/CommunityClasses.aspx
mailto:bikeped@cityofgainesville.org
http://www.cityofgainesville.org/bikeped
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Recreation and Aquatics contact: Jeff Moffitt – 352-393-8732  

 Ironwood Golf Course has a new summer camp for kids age 6-17. This exciting, new program 
will help youth develop a winning attitude, while learning the basic fundamentals of golf. The fee is 
$99 per session, and golf equipment is provided (you can bring your own). 
Times: Tuesday-Friday, 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
Session Dates: Session 3 is Aug. 12-15 
Register at Ironwood Golf Course (2100 NE 39th Ave.) or call 352-334-3120 for additional 
information. 

 The Summer Heatwave Program offers a free basketball league to teens (age groups are 13-15 
and 16-18). Games are played during the week at the MLK Center between 2-9 p.m. nightly. MLK 
also hosts a teen lounge from 6-9 p.m. on weeknights, and Friday nights will have many special 
events scheduled in the evening such as movie nights, video game tournaments, fitness/weightlifting 
classes, nighttime swimming, golf lessons, tennis and more! There will also be three free pool 
parties, part of “Operation Respect Yourself” pool parties, which is part of the larger Summer 
Heatwave program.  Although the pool parties are aimed toward teens, the pool is open and free to all 
who attend during the event.  Food and drinks will be provided by GPD, along with music, games and 
fun activities. Summer Heatwave splashes to an end Saturday, Aug. 16 at H. Spurgeon Cherry 
(Westside) Pool from 11:30 a.m.–3 p.m. with the back-to-school “Operation Respect Yourself” pool 
party. Although the pool parties are aimed toward teens, the pool is open and free to all who attend 
during the event. Food and drinks are provided by GPD, along with music, games and fun activities.  

 Earth Academy Day Camp is offered for children in first through sixth grades (five, one-week 
sessions) at Morningside Nature Center. Camp space is limited, so be sure to register early! The cost 
is $115.75 for city residents (proof of residency required) and $173.75 for non-city residents. 
Scholarships are available for eligible families (must qualify for reduced or free lunch through 
SBAC). This summer’s remaining dates and themes include: 

o Session 5 (August 11-15): Florida as it was 

Register online, in person at the Thomas Center (306 NE Sixth Ave.), Building B, third Floor or call 
for information 352-334-5067. 

 Junior Lifeguard Camp is available at the H. Spurgeon Cherry "Westside" Pool, located at 1001 
NW 31st Dr. This program, which is developed by the American Red Cross, encourages campers to 
take on leadership roles, as well as challenge them mentally and physically. All campers will learn the 
primary responsibilities of a lifeguard. This camp is action packed with fun activities, games and 
swimming! When all modules are successfully completed, campers will receive certification in CPR, 
AED and first aid. The cost is $78.75 for city residents and $118.25 for non-city residents 
(scholarships are available). 

 The Biathlon Challenge, which consists of eight races that alternate between Northeast and Westside 
Pools, continues with the next race of the season taking place at the Northeast Pool Saturday, Aug. 
9. The biathlon consists of a 5k run and an 800-meter swim. Early registration fees are $17.25 per 
race for city residents and $23 for non-city residents, or $23 for city residents and $34.50 for non-city 
residents on the day of the race. On-site registration and check-in begins at 7 a.m., and the first wave 
beginning at 7:45 a.m. and the second wave beginning at 8:30 a.m. The first 15 people to register will 
receive some sweet swag!  

 The Foundations After-School Program aims to foster ethical values and teach academic and 
life skills for youth. The program is offered Sept. 2, 2014 to June 4, 2015. Participants will be 
involved in structured activities, such as tutoring, homework help, arts/crafts, recreation and sporting 
activities. All children are welcome, but pre-registration is required. Space is limited and is available 
on a first come, first serve basis. Please note, transportation is not provided for this program. The 

http://www.cityofgainesville.org/ParksRecreationCulturalAffairs/YouthProgramsCamps/TeenSummerPrograms.aspx
https://apm.activecommunities.com/gainesvilleparksandrec/Activity_Search/782
http://www.cityofgainesville.org/Portals/0/rec/docs/WEB_BiathlonBrochure_8_5x11.pdf
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program is for kids in first-eighth grade with convenient locations at four recreation and community 
centers (Albert "Ray" Massey Recreation, Eastside Community, Clarence R. Kelly Community and 
Porters Community Centers). Registration begins Aug. 11. For full details, visit our After-School 
Programs page or call 352-334-5067. 

 Swimming lessons at the Northeast and Westside Pools available! The summer sessions of swim 
lessons are being held at both the Northeast Pool and the Westside Pool. The fees are $44.50 per 
session for city residents and $67.75 for non-city residents. The dates and times vary based on 
location and skill level and can be viewed here. For more information, or to register, please contact 
the PRCA Department at 334-5067. 

 Aqua-Fit water aerobics classes are of low- to medium-intensity and feature aerobic cardio and core 
training while focusing on flexibility and total body toning.  The classes take place in both the 
shallow and deep water, and are taught by certified instructors. Classes are available at the Northeast 
Pool, Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays (May-Sept.) from 11:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. and Tuesdays and 
Thursdays (May-Sept.) from 7-8 p.m. Perfect for city employees to stop by on their lunch break or 
after work for a great workout (which can count toward your Pro-Club exercise points)! This program 
is offered throughout the year, so employees can join in at any time! The class fee is $2.55 a class or 
$20.40 for eight classes. 

 All three city pools are open! Operating hours (effective June 9) are as follows: 
Northeast Pool 
M-F: 6-9 a.m., Lap Swim 
M-F: 10 a.m.-8 p.m., Open Swim (lap lanes available) 
SA: 10 a.m.-7 p.m., Open Swim 
SU: 11 a.m.-5 p.m., Open Swim  

Westside Pool 
M-F: 6-8 a.m., Lap Swim 
M-F: 11 a.m.-8 p.m., Open Swim  
SA: 10 a.m.-7 p.m., Open Swim 
SU: 11 a.m.-5 p.m., Open Swim 
Mickle Pool 
M-F: 12-7 p.m., Open Swim  
M-TU: 5-7 p.m., Free Swim 
SA: 12-5 p.m., Open Swim 
SU: 1-5 p.m., Open Swim 

 Unleash the athlete within with Triton Fitness Gainesville! This high-intensity program is a blend of 
extreme land and aquatic training. This program incorporates competition and camaraderie to develop 
an environment where everyone will experience new mental and physical challenges. 
Ages: 15 & Older 
Fee: $5 per class or 6 classes for $25! 
Times: March–November, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7–8 p.m. 
Locations: Dwight H. Hunter “Northeast” Pool, 1100 NE 14th St., 352-334-2191 
Martin Luther King Jr. Multipurpose Center, 1028 NE 14th St., 352-334-5053 

Cultural Affairs contact:  Russell Etling – 352-393-8532 

 You are invited to the “Free Fridays” concert series, held each Friday May-October from 8–10 p.m. 
at the Bo Diddley Community Plaza, which is located on the corner of Southeast First Street and East 
University Avenue. Featuring some of the best local and regional musicians, this series runs for 
nearly six months and is highly anticipated by its many fans. For well over a decade, all ages have 

http://www.cityofgainesville.org/ParksRecreationCulturalAffairs/YouthProgramsCamps/AfterSchoolPrograms.aspx
http://www.cityofgainesville.org/ParksRecreationCulturalAffairs/YouthProgramsCamps/AfterSchoolPrograms.aspx
http://www.cityofgainesville.org/ParksRecreationCulturalAffairs/Sports,AquaticsFitness/Aquatics/SwimLessons.aspx
http://www.cityofgainesville.org/ParksRecreationCulturalAffairs/Sports,AquaticsFitness/Aquatics/SwimLessons.aspx
http://www.cityofgainesville.org/ParksRecreationCulturalAffairs/Sports,AquaticsFitness/Aquatics/SwimLessons.aspx
http://www.cityofgainesville.org/GOVERNMENT/CityDepartmentsNZ/RecreationDivision/aqProgramsEvents/tabid/169/Default.aspx#WaterAerobics
http://www.gvlculturalaffairs.org/website/programs_events/plaza_series/plaza.html
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brought their blankets and lawn chairs into our beautiful downtown amphitheatre and joined in the 
fun under the stars. Upcoming performers include:  

o Aug. 8: R. Mutt Blues Band (blues) 
o Aug. 15: The Irie Ones (reggae) 

 Thomas Center Galleries: ABOUT FACE: Portraits with a Presence will be on display in the Main 
and Mezzanine Galleries through Sept. 20. This exhibition features a contemporary look at the 
timeless tradition of portraiture and the artist’s ongoing quest to capture a sense of the presence of a 
person on canvas and paper. 

 352Arts is the exciting new project aimed at bringing artists and art lovers together in the community. 
A series of focus groups with artists and arts organizations are being conducted Aug. 5-7, with 
public surveys available Aug. 15. The results of these discussions and surveys will shape the 
352ArtsRoadmap that will help chart the course for the future of arts and culture in Gainesville and 
Alachua County. 

 The 33rd Annual Downtown Festival & Art Show is proud to present this year’s poster artist, 
Kana Handel. The poster showcases this local artist’s passion for storytelling, her love of nature and 
her admiration for her adopted hometown.  Entitled “Round Midnight on the Prairie,” this year’s 
poster depicts alligators gathered together on a boat to form a jazz band late at night somewhere over 
the prairie. In painting this piece, Handel wanted to create a story around key elements identified with 
Gainesville, the natural beauty and serenity of Payne’s Prairie Preserve State Park, and the cultural 
wealth of the city’s art and music. She hopes this image invites everyone to the peaceful dreamy 
world. T-shirts and posters with Handel’s image will be available at the 2014 Downtown Festival & 
Art Show, which will be held Saturday, Nov. 8 and Sunday, Nov. 9 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. For more 
information please visit www.gvlculturalaffairs.org.  

 

 
Planning and development Services contact: Steve Dush – 352-393-8690 

 A First-Step Meeting in early August discussed a new Volkswagen dealership on North 
Main Street. 

 The Building Official will attend the Builder Association of North Central Florida 
monthly meeting Monday, Aug. 18 at Thomas Center A. 

 The Building Department’s staff is currently reviewing permits for a new CarMax and 
BMW dealership on North Main Street, and Tuscana Luxury Apartments and Solaria II 
multi-family projects in the southwest quadrant of the city. 

 Tom Panico, Chief Building Inspector, retired July 31, 2014 after almost 16 years of 
service. The Building Department will miss Tom and expresses its sincere best wishes for a 
happy retirement. 

 

 
Economic Development & Innovation contact: Erik Bredfeldt – 352-393-8614 

 On Thursday, Aug. 7, the Economic Development and Innovation Director will attend a GRU 
project meeting regarding provision of utilities for two multi-family projects proposed within the 
city. 

http://www.gvlculturalaffairs.org/website/programs_events/Galleries/galleries.html
http://www.gvlculturalaffairs.org/
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 On Wednesday, Aug. 8, the Economic Development and Innovation Director will attend a team 
meeting with various economic development partners and private industry and with a representative 
from Small Business Administration in Jacksonville to hear more about the federal HUBzone 
program. 

 On Monday, Aug. 11, the Economic Development and Innovation Director will attend a meeting 
regarding the upcoming Polish delegation visit in September, as well as a GTEC semi-annual 
review meeting with city management, CIED staff and CRA staff. 

 On Tuesday, Aug. 12, the Economic Development and Innovation Director will attend a meeting of 
the IT Project Review Board. 

 On Wednesday, Aug. 13, the Economic Development and Innovation Director will attend an 
entrepreneurship roundtable at GTEC convened by the IG partnership at the Gainesville Area 
Chamber of Commerce. The Economic Development and Innovation Director will also attend a 
community meeting to review the airport master plan. 

 On Thursday, Aug. 14, the Economic Development and Innovation Director will attend a meeting at 
the Gainesville Area Chamber of Commerce on building a regional exporting strategy and with the 
City Manager’s internal Economic Development Team. 

 On Monday, Aug. 18, the Economic Development and Innovation Director will attend a meeting 
dedicated to upcoming planning for the City of Gainesville’s job fair in September. 

 

 
Gainesville Police Department contact: Officer Ben Tobias – 352-393-7525 

 The Gainesville Police Department Community Calendar provides information on crime watch 
meetings and other community meetings, such as the Black-on-Black Task Force. Please view the 
calendar for meeting dates and locations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next report will cover August 21-September 3, 2014. Items for submission to the report are due to the 
Communications Office no later than Thursday, August 14. For more information, please contact Laura 
Rawson at extension 8740. 

http://www.gainesvillepd.org/
mailto:rawsonle@cityofgainesville.org
mailto:rawsonle@cityofgainesville.org
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