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Prepared for the City Commission, April 3-16, 2014 

 
 The City of Gainesville elections for districts two, three and one at-large commission seat were held 

Tuesday, March 11. Congratulations to Commissioner Todd Chase who was re-elected to the 
District 2 seat, and Commissioner-Elect Craig Carter who was elected to the District 3 seat. 
Because no candidate got the 50 percent majority, the at-large seat 2 commissioner race will go to 
a runoff, which will be held Tuesday, April 8. Annie Orlando and Helen Warren are on the ballot. 
Early voting is available Monday, March 31-Saturday, April 5. For additional information on the 
election or the April 8 runoff, please visit http://VoteAlachua.com.  

 City Manager Russ Blackburn is speaking to the Council on Aging at the Senior Recreation 
Center Friday, April 11 at 9 a.m. 

 Congratulations to Cheryl McBride, PHR, who was recently appointed as the City of 
Gainesville’s Human Resources Director. McBride has served as the interim Human Resources 
Director for the city and utility from January 2013 until present. Initially, she will work with Human 
Resources staff to shape and define the future direction of the department. McBride started with the 
City of Gainesville in 2007 as a Human Resource Manager. Prior to joining the city organization, 
McBride served as an educator, Human Resources Manager for Walt Disney World and for Sprint 
Communications. She holds a B.S. in Business Administration degree with honors from the 
University of Florida and is a certified professional in Human Resources. 

 Resurfacing more than 10 miles of U.S. 441 between Gainesville and Alachua is getting 
underway with an opportunity for those who travel this stretch of highway to learn more at a 
construction “drive-thru” open house hosted by Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT). 
The open house is scheduled for Thursday, April 3 between 4-6 p.m. at the wayside park located at 
the corner of U.S. 441 and County Road 25A (near Alachua County Public Works). In the event of 
rain, the open house will be held at Santa Fe College Perry Center for Emerging Technologies, 
located just before the railroad overpass in Alachua.  For additional information regarding this 
project, visit www.nflroads.com or call 800-475-0044. 

 The Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) Program is a combined effort with the United 
Way of North Central Florida and the IRS to help low to moderate-income working people 
keep more of their refund and not pay for income tax services. Many lower-income households 
are owed a significant refund because of the Earned Income Tax Credit, or EITC, a federal income 
tax credit for low to moderate-income working people. United Way officials are hoping to find more 
local residents who are eligible for the EITC by offering VITA, a free service. Residents can find out 
more about the free program, make an appointment and find out what to bring to the appointment by 
calling United Way’s 24-hour information line 2-1-1.  

 

 
 Construction for Phase 1 of the Main Street streetscape project is wrapping up and expected to be 

complete by the end of March. This project includes the replacement, relocation and new installation 
of more than 130 roadway and pedestrian scale lights on Main Street between Depot and Northwest 
Eighth Avenues. Also included in this project was an LED upgrade of 27 pedestrian lights on South 
First Avenue, between the plaza and the parking garage. For more information on this project, please 
click here or contact Stefan Broadus at 393-8406. 

         

C IT Y  MA N AGER ’S   
B IWE EKL Y  

 

http://votealachua.com/
http://www.nflroads.com/
http://www.unitedwayncfl.org/vita
http://www.cityofgainesville.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=T7pU92SdzKM%3d&tabid=273
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 Construction on the West Sixth Street Rail Trail Section 3 project began in early November and 
is expected to be substantially complete by the end of March. This project consists of the 
construction of the Sixth Street Rail Trail multi-use path, connecting the two existing sections at 
Southwest Second Avenue and Northwest 10th Avenue. This project included two medians with 
refuge islands on Northwest Eighth Avenue at Northwest Fourth Street and Northwest Second Street. 
For more information, please click here or contact Stefan Broadus at 393-8406. 

 Construction of the Southwest 35th Place sidewalk project began in February and is anticipated to 
be complete in April. The goal of the project is to construct a sidewalk on the south side of 
Southwest 35th Place between Southwest 34th Street and the existing sidewalk, approximately 450’ 
east of Southwest 27th Street. For more information, please click here or contact Stefan Broadus at 
393-8406. 

 The basis of design for the Southeast Fourth Street reconstruction project was presented at the 
March 6, 2014 City Commission meeting. The City Commission voted unanimously to have staff 
evaluate several additional cross sections with regard to cost, right-of-way constraints and safety for 
all modes of transportation. Once this analysis is complete, the City Commission would like staff to 
present this information to the public, specifically those residents and businesses along the Southeast 
Fourth Street corridor, to receive feedback about which is preferred by those in this area. After the 
public input, staff will present its findings, along with the public input, to the City Commission for 
the selection of the cross section for the roadway and approval to proceed with 60 percent plans. The 
RFQ for Construction Manager at Risk is being re-advertised due to some technical issues. The 
approved short list is still expected to be presented to the City Commission in June 2014. For more 
information, please click here or contact Andy Roberts at 334-5070. 

 

 
Communications Office contact: Bob Woods – 352-393-8627 

 The redesigned City of Gainesville website is now accessible at http://www.cityofgainesville.org/. 
The public and staff are encouraged to provide direct, real-time feedback to city staff about the 
redesigned website by clicking on the “submit feedback” tab at the lower right corner of each 
page throughout the site. Comments will be used to identify and resolve site problems and provide 
responses to the public. Subcommittees are currently working on the mobile website and the calendar 
system. 

 Gainesville 101: the Spring 2014 Citizens’ Academy began Wednesday, March 12 and continues 
for six consecutive weeks. During this reporting period, attendees will meet with the Communications 
Office, Planning & Development Services, GRU and the various divisions/department within 
Neighborhood Improvement. Graduation for the 2014 Spring Citizens’ Academy is scheduled for the 
April 17 City Commission meeting. 

 

 

GFR Administration and Operations contact: Chief Gene Prince – 352-334-5078 

 Gainesville Fire Rescue is pleased to announce that it was awarded accredited status by the 
Commission on Fire Accreditation International on March 11, 2014. 

 Gainesville Fire Rescue is hosting its annual Awards and Recognition Ceremony Thursday, 
April 10 at 6:30 p.m. at the Senior Recreation Center, which is located at 5701 NW 34th St. 

http://www.gainesvillepublicworks.org/projects-2/6th-street-rail-trail/
http://www.gainesvillepublicworks.org/projects-2/sw-35th-place-sidewalks/
http://www.gainesvillepublicworks.org/projects-2/sw-35th-place-sidewalks/
http://www.cityofgainesville.org/Newsroom/tabid/805/PostID/54/%25%25track%20%7Bhttp:/www.cityofgainesville.org/%7D%25%25
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 Oral presentations for design services for Fire Station 1 are scheduled for Wednesday, April 30 
in room 16 of City Hall (200 E. University Ave.). 

 The Gainesville Fire Rescue Strategic Plan and Standards of Cover may be viewed on the GFR 
page of the city’s website at www.gfr.org.  

GFR Risk Reduction Bureau contact: Asst. Chief JoAnne Rice – 352-393-8377  

 Tower 1 will visit the Downtown Library Saturday, April 5 from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. for their 
Celebrate the Child event.   

 Engine 1 will attend the No Limit Outreach Foundation Community Education Fair at Fred 
Cone Park Saturday, April 5 from 1-4 p.m.   

 Engine 3 will visit the Heart Pine School Friday, April 11 at 1:30 p.m. 

 Requests for car seat safety checks and installation should be directed to GFR’s Risk Reduction 
Specialist Krista Gonzalez at 393-8461.  

 GFR continues to host crowd manager training to enhance community safety. For information on 
Operation Safe Club classes, please call 334-5065. 

GFR Support Services Bureau contact: Capt. Joseph Hillhouse – 352-393-8459  

 Gainesville Fire Rescue continues to provide CPR and related course offerings to the community 
through its Operation C.A.R.E or Citizens Aiding in Response to Emergencies. The program is 
being provided on a fee basis by the City Of Gainesville to increase the number of persons who can 
perform CPR, first aid and other skills during an emergency until help can arrive. For more 
information, please visit gfr.org/community training. 

 

 

Public Works contact: Chantel Thomas – 352-334-5070 

 The survey work for the Duval Heights drainage improvements is complete (Northeast Seventh 
Avenue and Northeast 23rd Street). Work on the 30 percent plans is underway. Once these are 
complete, a public workshop will be held to review the plans, with a subsequent presentation to the 
City Commission. At that presentation, a budget will be recommended for approval in order to 
complete the design. 

 The survey work for the Hoopers Subdivision drainage improvements is complete (Northwest 
26th Avenue and Northwest Eighth Street). Work on the 30 percent plans is underway. Once these 
are complete, a public workshop will be held to review the plans, with a subsequent presentation to 
the City Commission. At that presentation, a budget will be recommended for approval in order to 
complete the design. 

 The survey and geotechnical work for the Northwest Seventh Avenue drainage improvements is 
complete (2200 block of Northwest Seventh Avenue). Work on the 30 percent plans is underway. 
Once these are complete, a public workshop will be held to review the plans, with a subsequent 
presentation to the City Commission. At that presentation, a budget will be recommended for 
approval in order to complete the design. 

 The first updates for the City of Gainesville Engineering Design and Construction Manual are 
being processed by staff. Once complete, a workshop will be held with local stakeholders to receive 

http://www.gfr.org/
http://www.cityofgainesville.org/GainesvilleFireRescue(GFR)/SupportServices/CommunityClasses.aspx
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additional input and comments. Upon completion of this cycle, the proposed updates/revisions will be 
presented to the City Commission for approval. 

 

 
Administrative Office – 352-334-5067  

 The City of Gainesville launched its first crowdfunding campaign to raise $20,800 to expand the 
popular Summer Heatwave program, which provides a place for Gainesville youth to go during 
evening hours with activities ranging from structured team sports, a life skills class and open lounges 
to socialize and play games. Citizens can make tax-deductible donations to the project at 
http://www.citizinvestor.com/project/summer-heatwave-. Community investors’ credit cards will not 
be charged unless the project reaches 100 percent of its funding goal before the May 24 deadline. For 
more information, click here. 

 Baseball for all! This program is offered through a partnership with the nonprofit corporation Noah's 
Endeavor, Inc., for children with special physical and developmental needs. The program teaches 
children to be comfortable on the field while they have fun and learn important safety skills.  
Location: Albert “Ray” Massey (Westside) Park, Ball Field # 3, 1001 NW 34th St. 
Remaining Program Dates and Times: Wednesdays: 4–6 p.m.; Saturdays: 10 a.m.-12 p.m. 
April: 2, 5, 9, 12, 16, 19, 23 and 26 
For more information, please visit www.noahsendeavor.org, call Noah's Endeavor at 352-275-9639 or 
email info@noahsendeavor.org. 

 To have a strong, sound structure you have to begin with a solid foundation! Plan ahead for 
Foundations After-School Program, which continues through Thursday, June 5, 2014 (Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 1:45-6 p.m. and Wednesday from 12:30-6 p.m.). The program is 
for kids in first-eighth grade and there are convenient locations at four of our recreation and 
community centers: Albert “Ray” Massey Recreation Center, Clarence R. Kelly Community Center, 
Eastside Community Center and Porters Community Center. Participants will be involved in 
structured activities, such as tutoring, homework help, arts/crafts, recreation and sporting activities. 
All children are welcome, pre-registration is required. The cost per day is $3.30 for city residents and 
$5 for non-city residents (pay at the administrative office). Space is limited and is available on a first 
come first serve basis. Transportation is not provided for this program. For more information, please 
visit www.cityofgainesvilleparks.org or call 352-334-5067. 

 Need a place for your kids to go on teacher work days or school holidays? Out of School Days 
camp hours are from 7 a.m. until 6 p.m. Fees are $5.50 per day/per child for city residents (proof of 
residency required) and $8.40 per day/per child for non-city residents. Lunch is not provided. You 
may register online or at the PRCA Administrative Office, which is located on the third floor of the 
Historic Thomas Center, Bldg. B, 306 NE Sixth Ave. Please call 352-334-5067 with any questions. 
The Recreation Division offers full day camps at Eastside Recreation Center and Albert "Ray" 
Massey Recreation Center on the following dates: 

o Friday, April 4; Friday, June 6 

 Go native at the 2014 Spring Native Plant Sale April 4 and 5! Take advantage of the largest 
offering of native plants in north Florida during the Spring Native Plant Sale at Morningside Nature 
Center, 3540 E. University Ave. The sale begins Friday, April 4 from 4:30-6:30 p.m. for members 
only (members of Friends of Nature Parks and the Florida Native Plant Society). You can join online 
(http://www.friendsofnatureparks.org and http://www.fnps.org) or at the gate the day of the sale. The 
plant sale continues and is open to the public Saturday, April 5 from 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. The 
sale features free, expert plant advice, free Park-a-Plant service that allows you to shop hands-free 

http://www.citizinvestor.com/project/summer-heatwave-
http://www.cityofgainesville.org/Newsroom/tabid/805/PostID/85/Default.aspx
http://www.noahsendeavor.org/
mailto:info@noahsendeavor.org
http://www.cityofgainesvilleparks.org/
http://www.cityofgainesville.org/GOVERNMENT/CityDepartmentsNZ/RecreationDivision/recCamps/tabid/174/Default.aspx
http://www.friendsofnatureparks.org/
http://www.fnps.org/
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while staff tag, store and help you load your plants. There is also a free, naturalist-led wildflower 
walk at 11:30 a.m. on Saturday, as well as music. Cash, checks and credit cards are accepted. 

 Come to the 36th Annual Farm and Forest Festival Saturday, April 19 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
Morningside Nature Center, which is located at 3540 E. University Ave., just three miles east of 
downtown Gainesville. Celebrate Earth Day at Farm and Forest Festival 2014! This event focuses on 
sustainable opportunities that are available in our community, in our neighborhood and home, with a 
special emphasis on historical people and practices that help balance modern trappings.  Enjoy food, 
music, demonstrations, environmental displays and activities, live animals, guided walks and talks 
and wagon rides in a relaxed, family-friendly atmosphere. Admission to the festival is $5 for adults 
and $3 for children age three to 12. Admission is free for children under three. For more information 
about this festival and celebrating Earth Day, please contact Sally Wazny, environmental and cultural 
history programs coordinator, at waznysa@cityofgainesville.org  or 352-334-3326, or visit 
www.cityofgainesvilleparks.org.  

 Environmental education programs resume at Morningside Nature Center! The free, educational 
and fun-filled programs at Morningside Nature Center start in September and end the last week of 
May! History comes to life at the little farm in the Piney Woods during Living History Days. 
Interpreters portray day-to-day life on an 1870 Florida farm the first Saturday of each month from 9 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The farm is open to the public, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Tuesday through Saturday all 
yearlong. Barnyard Buddies Program takes place every Wednesday at 3 p.m. Youngsters, with an 
adult, can meet and greet farm animals by helping staff with afternoon feeding on the Living History 
Farm. This program is free, but you may bring donations of animal favorites like carrots, squash, 
apples and sweet potatoes and give it to staff. At the Frogs and Friends Friday program, children, 
with an adult, can join a Morningside Nature Center animal caretaker for an exciting and educational 
program featuring live amphibians and reptiles. The program takes place the first Friday of the month 
at 2 p.m. in the Education Building. Morningside Nature Center is located at 3540 E. University Ave., 
approximately three miles east of downtown Gainesville. For more information, please call 334-3326. 

Aquatics contact: Jeff Moffitt – 352-393-8732  

 The Annual Gainesville Duck Derby is an annual favorite in Gainesville!  The Duck Derby, co-
sponsored by the City of Gainesville and benefitting the Child Advocacy Center and Children’s 
Home Society of Florida, is Sunday, April 13 from 1-4 p.m. at Westside Pool.  For a $5 donation, 
you can purchase a rubber duck to place in the race across the pool.  Please note: the pool will not be 
open for swimming, but patrons will be allowed on the pool deck to view the duck derby race. For 
more information, please call 352-376-9161, or visit www.gainesvilleduckderby.org.  

 The 2nd Annual Gainesville Kids Tri-Hard Triathlon will be held at Westside Pool Sunday, 
April 27. This fun, kids’ triathlon is organized by Youth Combine and co-sponsored by the City of 
Gainesville. For more information, please visit Youth Combine’s website at 
www.gainesvilletrihard.com.  The entry fee is $30 per child.  The triathlon will consist of biking, 
running and swimming. 

 Aqua-Fit water aerobics classes are available at the Northeast Pool, Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays (in March and April) from 11:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Perfect for city employees to stop by on 
their lunch break for a great workout (which can count toward your Pro-Club exercise points)! This 
program is offered throughout the year, so employees can join in at any time! This low/medium-
intensity class offers more aerobic, cardio and core training, but also focuses on flexibility and total 
body toning. The class fee is $2.55 a class. 

 The spring pool hours began Monday, March 24 at the Northeast Pool: 
o Mon.-Fri.: 6-9 a.m. – lap swim 
o Mon.-Fri.: 11:30 a.m.-8 p.m. – open swim (lap lanes available all afternoon) 

mailto:waznysa@cityofgainesville.org
http://dmzlist.gvlfl.org/t/203353/11233/1417/0/
http://www.gainesvilleduckderby.org/
http://www.gainesvilletrihard.com/
http://www.cityofgainesville.org/GOVERNMENT/CityDepartmentsNZ/RecreationDivision/aqProgramsEvents/tabid/169/Default.aspx#WaterAerobics
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o Sat.: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. – open swim 
o Sun.: 12-5 p.m. – open swim 

 Group swim lessons are offered for children ages 6 months to adults at the Northeast Pool.  
o Session 1 (March 24 to April 11): 5–5:30 p.m. 
o Session 2 (April 14 to May 2): 4–4:30 p.m., 5–5:30 p.m., 5:45–6:15 p.m. 
o Session 3 (May 5 to May 23): 5–5:30 p.m., 5:45–6:15 p.m. 

For full prices and other information, please visit the swim lessons Web page. 

 New private swim lessons are available this year for one-on-one swimming development for 
participants 3 years old or older on Saturdays at the Northeast Pool. Register early; these sessions will 
fill up quickly!  

o Session 1 (March 29, April 5 and April 12) 
o Session 2 (April 26, May 3 and May 10) 

 American Red Cross lifeguarding training is offered for those age 16 years and older. 
Completion of the course provides the opportunity to apply for a great position at our aquatic 
facilities. Certification classes cost $175 and will be held: 

o Session 3: Friday, April 4 from 5-9 p.m.; Saturday, April 5 from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. and 
Sunday, April 6 from 1-6 p.m. 

o Session 4: Friday, April 11 from 5-9 p.m., Saturday, April 12 from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. and 
Sunday, April 13 from 12-5 p.m. 

Lifeguard recertification classes cost $90 and will be held: 
o Session 2: Friday, April 4 from 5-9 p.m. and Saturday, April 5 from 10 a.m.-6 

p.m. 
o Session 3: Friday, April 11 from 5-9 p.m. and Saturday, April 12 from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 

 The American Red Cross first aid, CPR and AED class is available for anyone who is interested in 
becoming certified. Attendees must be at least 11 years old. Classes are available: 

o Session 1 (Albert “Ray” Massey Center): May 17 from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
o Session 2 (MLK Multipurpose Center): July 26 from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

 Unleash the athlete within with Triton Fitness Gainesville! This high-intensity program is a blend of 
extreme land and aquatic training. This program incorporates competition and camaraderie to develop 
an environment where everyone will experience new mental and physical challenges. 
Ages: 15 & Older 
Fee: $5 per class or 6 for $25! 
Times: March–November, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7–8 p.m. 
Locations: Dwight H. Hunter “Northeast” Pool, 1100 NE 14th St., 352-334-2191 
Martin Luther King Jr. Multipurpose Center, 1028 NE 14th St., 352-334-5053 

Cultural Affairs contact:  Russell Etling – 352-393-8532 

 Jest Fest!, a free, fun, family-friendly event produced by the Parks, Recreation and Cultural 
Affairs Department, returns this April with a great lineup of international stars. Last year, 
thousands of captive audience members, innocent bystanders, gawkers and curious on-lookers were 
stricken with contagious, uncontrollable laughter caught from the antics of an impressive assembly of 
some of the world’s finest cirque and comedy/variety acts. This year’s stellar lineup of thrilling 
daredevils and laughable buffoons will “strut and fret their time upon the stage” at the Bo Diddley 
Community Plaza each Saturday night in April at 6 p.m., highlighting the virtues of hilarity and 
derring-do. Each Saturday night will feature entirely different world class entertainers so, to enjoy all 
that Jest Fest! has to offer, patrons should plan on attending all four evenings. Some of the astounding 
entertainers traveling to Gainesville to perform include:  

http://www.cityofgainesville.org/ParksRecreationCulturalAffairs/Sports,AquaticsFitness/Aquatics/SwimLessons.aspx
http://www.cityofgainesville.org/ParksRecreationCulturalAffairs/Sports,AquaticsFitness/Aquatics/SwimLessons.aspx
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April 5:  
• The amazing Cirikli Stilt Bird puppets of Epcot Center fame will interact with the audience 

and perform an enthralling show onstage.  
• The cast of the Hippodrome Theater’s upcoming production of Shakespeare’s “The Tempest” 

will make an appearance.  
• The Flying Wallendas, perhaps the world’s most famous circus family, will thrill the 

audience with circus clowning, juggling, acrobatics and breathtaking feats on the high-wire 
over 20-feet in the air! 

April 12:  

• Audiences will be greeted by Barbara and Ina with their living and breathing human statue 
exhibition.  

• Ed Thomas and Hugo will be featured onstage with a comedy and ventriloquist act straight 
out of the 1950s. You might be left wondering just which one of the two is really the dummy.  

• The headliner act is magician and sword-swallower Johnny Fox. Fox has wowed audiences 
around the world and made numerous television appearances, including “The Merv Griffin 
Show,” “Comic Strip Live,” “Jonathan Winters’ Magic and Comedy Showtime Special,” 
Barbara Walters’ “The View” and several appearances on “The Late Show with David 
Letterman.” 

For more details on Jest Fest!, giveaways and a photography contest (with a grand prize of tickets for 
two to Cirque du Soleil in Orlando), please visit the Jest Fest! Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/jestfestgainesville. For the full list of Jest Fest! performers, visit 
www.GvlCulturalAffairs.org.  

 Artist applications are now available for the 33rd Annual Downtown Festival & Art Show. With 
its blend of art, food and music, the Downtown Festival & Art Show has consistently been recognized 
as one of the top 200 shows in the nation since 1996. The Downtown Festival & Art Show jumped 
into the top 10 in national art show rankings last year to No. 10 on Sunshine Artist magazine’s “200 
Best” list of top fine arts festivals in the nation. On Saturday, Nov. 8 and Sunday Nov. 9, 2014, more 
than 250 artists will display original oils and acrylics, vibrant watercolors, captivating sculptures, 
dazzling jewelry, decorative ceramics and vivid photography in historic downtown Gainesville. They 
will compete for $19,000 in cash prizes and purchase awards. The festival attracts more than 100,000 
visitors, who travel the historic streets of Gainesville to purchase one-of-a-kind art work. Visitors can 
savor local and international cuisine, enjoy live music from three stages, and explore the Community 
Information Area, featuring 50 nonprofit organizations showcasing their services. Children can enjoy 
free, hands-on art activities at the Children’s Imagination Station. Applications for the Downtown 
Festival & Art Show are available upon request at 352-393-8536 or online at 
http://www.gvlculturalaffairs.org. The application deadline is Friday, May 5. 

 Thomas Center Galleries: The ART THRU ARCHITECTURE: The Work of Ron Haase 
exhibition will be on display in the Main Gallery March 28-June 21.  

Also in the Historic Thomas Center’s Mezzanine Gallery is the Alachua County Public Schools’ 
Visual Arts Program SHOWCASING STUDENT ART Elementary exhibition, which will be on 
display April 5-May 3. 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/jestfestgainesville
http://www.gvlculturalaffairs.org/
http://www.gvlculturalaffairs.org/
http://www.gvlculturalaffairs.org/website/programs_events/Galleries/galleries.html
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Housing & Community Development contact: Jacqueline Richardson – 352-393-8628 

 HUD has finalized the federal entitlement funding for the Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) and HOME Programs that will be allocated to the City of Gainesville for FY15.  
For the upcoming fiscal year, the City of Gainesville will receive CDBG funds in the amount of 
$1,304,889 (a decrease of $48,774) and $545,175 (an increase of $3,946). 

All agencies hoping to receive CDBG and/or HOME funds are presenting before the Citizen 
Advisory Committee for Community Development (CACCD) April 1, April 8 and April 15 at 
the Thomas Center. The meetings are open to the public. 

 The new three-year Local Housing Assistance Plan (LHAP) for FY14-16 is being finalized. The 
State of Florida requires local governments that receive State Housing Improvement Partnership 
(SHIP) Program funds to submit a LHAP every three years. The LHAP explains the area’s affordable 
housing needs and how the city will use SHIP Program funds to address those needs. The LHAP also 
includes housing incentives and recommendations from the SHIP Affordable Housing Advisory 
Committee (AHAC) to encourage the expansion and preservation of affordable housing. The HCD 
Division will hold several public meetings to discuss the LHAP. A copy of the draft LHAP is 
available online.  

On Thursday, April 3, the City Commission will consider approval of the LHAP, which must be 
submitted to the FHFC by May 2, 2014.  For further information, contact Burnadine Rich (352-393-
8568) or John Wachtel (352-393-8565). 

 The Housing & Community Development Division monthly Homeowners Training workshop for 
homeowners is scheduled for Thursday, April 3 from 1:30–4 p.m. The training will be held at the 
Thomas Center “B,” room 249. For more information, please contact the HCD Division at 352-393-
8618. 

 

 

Planning & Development Services contact: Steve Dush – 352-393-8690 

 Building Official John Freeland is happy to report that online inspections are available.  Please visit 
the Building Inspection Web page for more information and a tutorial on how to learn to register and 
use Citizen Access. 

 The Building Department is in the initial stages of developing a customer service survey.  Once 
implemented, the survey will be a valuable tool for staff to provide better customer service. 

 A First-Step Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 1 to discuss a proposed three building, 5-
story multi-family complex in the Northwest Fourth Lane and Northwest 13th Street area. 

 Chief Electrical Inspector Carl Beaton is retiring April 1, 2014 after 29 years of service. The 
Building Department will miss Carl and expresses sincere best wishes for a happy retirement. 

 

 
Economic Development & Innovation contact: Erik Bredfeldt – 352-393-8614 

 On Tuesday, April 8, the Economic Development and Innovation Director will attend a meeting of 
the IT Project Board. 

http://www.cityofgainesville.org/Portals/0/house/City%20of%20Gainesville%20LHAP%202014-2016%20Draft_1.pdf
http://www.cityofgainesville.org/BuildingInspection/Inspections.aspx
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 On Wednesday, April 9, the Economic Development and Innovation Director will present at 
Citizens’ Academy. 

 On Thursday, April 10, the Economic Development and Innovation Director will attend a meeting 
of the city’s Economic Development Team. 

 On Tuesday, April 15, the Economic Development and Innovation Director will attend a routine 
meeting of the I2 Committee. 

 

 
Gainesville Police Department contact: Officer Ben Tobias – 352-393-7525 

 The Gainesville Police Department Community Calendar provides information on crime watch 
meetings and other community meetings, such as the Black-on-Black Task Force. Please view the 
calendar for meeting dates and locations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next report will cover April 17-30, 2014. Items for submission to the report are due to the 
Communications Office no later than Thursday, April 10. For more information, please contact Laura 
Rawson at extension 8740. 

http://www.gainesvillepd.org/
mailto:rawsonle@cityofgainesville.org
mailto:rawsonle@cityofgainesville.org
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